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FE TO THE | 
STEWARDS AN PREACHERS 
5 = THE | 


METHODIST SOCIETY, 
YORK. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Tur purpoſe of the preſent addreſs te 
you is to detect the impropriety and in- 
juſtice of your late conduct, as Preachers 
and managing Stewards of the Methodiſt 
Society. They are not private or local 


grievances, wherein the intereſts of one or 


two are concerned, that I am going to 

complain of; but all who attend the Meet- 

ing, whether of the Society or otherwiſe, 

are, in ſome meaſure, concerned: conſe- 

quently no mode of addreſs would be ſo 

eligible as this public one I have taken. 
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64 
It is in an open manner you have treſpaſſed 
the bounds of that duty you owe to thoſe 
whoſe affairs you have undertaken to ma- 
nage, and your conduct deſerves to be as 
openly arraigned. If you think you have 
any injuſtice done you, you have the pri- 
vilege of replying, and exculpating your- 
ſelves, before the Public, from the crimi- 
nalty under which you now appear to lie. 


When I take a review of your manage- 
rial proceedings, I cannot help obſerving 
how injudiciouſly the Society's affairs are 
lodged in the hands of ſo few. I am not 
going to tax the wHOLE of you with en- 
bezzling the money you collect, far from 
it. In this the STEwarDs ſtand unim- 
peached; but in matters of importance, 
wherein the whole Society is concerned, it 
certainly is very wrong to reſt an implicit, 
dependence on the judgment of five ; eſpe- 
cially when three out of the five may be 
ſuppoſed to have ſelf-intereſted motives in 
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every deciſion particularly to attend to. If 
poſſible, the ſenſe of each ought to be had 
before any meaſures are purſued: but 
more than all this ought to be the caſe, 
when men, ſo ill calculated for the pur- 
poſe as you, Gentlemen Stewards, appear 
to be, are choſen as the unintereſted ro 
for the management of the finances. 


To you, the Stewards, J firſt addreſs 
myſelf. 


Whatever extravagances are launched | 


into by the Preachers, you are the per- 
ſons who muſt ſupport thoſe extrava- 
gances out of the Society's money. And 
by what you have lately done, it appears 


that the preſent Preachers have not been 


contented with their predeceſfſors' ſuper- 


fluities: an addition to the revenue has 


appeared neceflary ; your abilities have, 
in conſequence, been exerciſed to provide 


the ways and means : and the firſt ſtep you 
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have taken is to lay an additional duty on 
the ſeats of the gallery in the Meeting- 
Houſe !—a meaſure, as might be expected, 


ſo unpopular as to become the ſubject of 
univerſal declamation. 


It is a certainty, that from the com- 
mencement of the influence of Metho- 
diſm here, to the preſent time, with as 
circumſcribed a Society as there now. is, 
there was always found a ſufficiency to de- 
fray incident expences.—T hat there is not 
now, naturally excites inquiry—you have 
the ſame reſources that were formerly 
adequate—you are not in the predicament 
of Farmers, who have their rents raiſed 
to ſatisfy the avarice or the debauchery 
of a covetous or profligate Landlord; yet 
you require more money. This ſuggeſts— 
what inquiry corroborates—LyxvuRy. 


Winking at a crime is as ill as commit- 
ting one. You ſee every dainty, as the 


1 
ſeaſons produce them, purchaſed; and give 
your ſanction, without aſking a ſingle Why 
or Wherefore. Give me leave to ſay, I 
know not what right Methodiſt Preachers, 
thoſe patterns of frugality and abſtinence, 
have to do with any thing beyond the 
neceſſaries of life. If they will not reflect 
whence the money comes, you ought. 
The Society is chiefly compoſed of the 
poorer part of mankind, and every penny 
vou permit the Preachers to ſquander, is 
the laviſh of a penny, for which the 
brow of Induſtry has ſhed its valuable 
drops. 


Methodiſm, in its beſt eſtate, is but a 
national burthen, galling the laborious part 
of Britons by ſlow degrees. Few ever 
think what an enormous ſum of money is 
annually expended on a ſet of men, who 
think it more agreeable to live at eaſe, 
farrounded with affluence, and be paid the 
adoration of a multitude, than to toil in 


t 
/ 


„ 
ſlavery, feaſting on ſcanty meals, and be- 
ing regarded as the loweſt mendicants. 


If they will overleap the mounds of Mo- 
deration, let me perſuade you, in future, 
to do your duty, by refuſing to advance 
them the money. But I do not expect to 

ſee this ſalutary meaſure carried into exe- 
cution: the influence of the Preachers over 
you is ſo great, that you think it an envi- 
able diſtinction to ſhare their fmiles of ap- 
probation ; and fear their frowns as mach 
as ever the diſpleaſure of the Pope was 
dreaded. OY 


It is I confeſs, with pleaſure, that in your 
firſt attempt to levy an additional tax on 
thoſe who attend the Meeting, I find you 
are /ikely to be diſappointed, to the 20 great 
compliment of your foreſight. Thoſe who 
have declined taking; ſeats, in conſequence 
of your impoſition, will cauſe à conſider- 
able minus in the total receipt, and take as 


* 


a 
much therefrom as the advance of the 
prices will increaſe it. But it ſeems you 
are determined, at all events, not to be diſ- 
appointed: For I am informed, one of you |, 
was pleaſed to make known his charitable 
intention of forcing people to pay for fit- 
ting below, if the former ſcheme did not 
ſufficientiy advance your income. 

As caterers, your Preachers ought to be — 
liberal in your praiſe; but as men, who 1 
have undertaken to do juſtly, I will be i 
honeſt enough to tell you,—you do wrong. 

Believe me, you would have been more 

entitled to the praiſe of good and think- 

ing men, had you, inſtead of this, endea- / 
voured to have raiſed a fund for the re- 
duction of the already-exiſting burthens. 
Economy ought to be the firſt, laſt conſe 
deration in all you do. But have you ever 
given yourſelves the trouble of conſider- 
ing what are the duties your 'office calls | 


(xo) 
upon you to diſcharge ? I am apprehen- 
_ five that, hitherto, this eſſential has been 
very much neglected - you have paid too 
minute an attention to every opportunity 
of gratifying a petty ambition, to regard 
the intereſts of the Methodiſt Society. 
When it was found that expences were in- 
creaſing, you ou ght to have ſtepped for- 
ward, and checked the evil in its growth, 
inſtead of encouraging and foſtering it by 
every means in your power. 


You, Gentlemen, - wiſh to be thought 
| great men, but ſearch for greatneſs in a 

wrong track. By raiſing the gallery prices 
I will venture to affirm you had two mo- 
tives, rooting in the ſame ſoil. The one, 
a deſire to conciliate the favour of the 
Preachers, and of them purchaſe reſpect with 
money—707 your own; the other, a wiſh to 

let your fellows ſee how much you have 
in your power. But ſuch conduct as this 


(1 
is ill befitting men choſen to manage the 
_ Society's affairs. | 


hs is much to be lamented that Ambition 


ſhould be found in the breaſt of any man, 
but more when that man ſtyles himſelf a 


Chriſtian, and moſt of all when that Chri- 


ſtian holds himſelf up as a pattern to others. 
I am ſorry I have occaſion to ſay that the 
ſuperlative belongs to you. You are Claſs- 
Leaders, that is, men choſen out. of the So- 
ciety to lead others through the righteous 
path yourſelves have trod; and that you 
are jealous of your apparent conſequence, 


few who know you will queſtion. Say, 


would you not exquiſitely feel the neglect 
of any little obſervance towards you? I ſay 


you would, and would reſent it. I need 


but recite one - inſtance as a ſpecimen of 
your real diſpoſition : 


Some little time ſince a few well-deſign- 
ing Methodiſts (on whom ſufficient enco- 


B 2 


hoary Sage ſees him at laſt wing his enrap- ' 


down contented with having done all you 


(2) 


miums can never be paid) undertook to 
teach as many children as ſhould be fent 


them on a Sunday, without any other emo- 
lument than the ſatisfaction reſulting from 


an honeſt endeavour to be ſerviceable to 


the community and the riſing generation. 
They obtained leave to teach them in the 


 Meeting-Houſe; but not finding ſufficient 
convenience for their purpole, begged per- 
miſſion of the Truſtees to make a few al- 


terations at their own expence, which 
would not be by any means inconimodi- 
ous; unfortunately they did not alſo beg 
permiſſion of you ; and to be revenged for 


- the led injury done you, you were 


reſolved to extirpate them : but, not hay- 
ing it in your power, were (like the Foe of 
mankind, who after long tempting the 


tured flight to endleſs joys) obliged to ſit 


1 


(13) 

Your forcing people to pay extrava- | 
gantly for fitting in the Meeting-Houſe, 
taken in one view, would almoſt perſuade 
me to think you were determined to ba- 
niſn all whole purſes are not devoted to 
your ſervice. Thoſe who cannot afford ta 
pay the price ſtipulated, however ſeriouſly 
| inclined and deſirous of inſtruction, muſt 
be debarred the place. To this you will 
anſwer, If poverty be their diforder, they 
may fit below,” True, they may, and 
thereby meet with as ready a paſſage to 
| ie as your Preachers can direct them 
Poverty is 07: always ſolitary and 
RF diſorders than that often at- 
tend ae perſon at the ſame time; and, in 
the winter ſeaſon, ſetting below ſubjects 
invalids, in addition to the violence of: a 
_ rude rabble, to a continual ruſh of cold 


air upon them, from the inceſſamt openings 


93 af the door, whilſt they are ſweating with 
the heat of the crowded place. But you 
will get rid of this by applying an argument 


5 . 
very uſeful among Methodiſts, viz. © The 
ſum is ſmall only ſo much in the quar- 


ter.“ This argument, for the preſent 1 
| ſhall paſs over, foreſeeing I ſhall have oc- 


caſion to combat it in another place. 


niſh from the place ſome who have a real 


deſire to attend to the duties of religion; 


whilſt you have ſecured to the young and 


diſſipated, who regard neither money nor 


religion, a conveniency of intercourſe with 
their oppoſite ſexes. 


Taking your tranſactions altogether, 
they appear truly paradoxical: you have 
not a ſufficiency for the ſupport of the 
Preachers, &c. yet you have to ſpare for 
oſtentatious charity! A committee is in- 
ſtituted to relieve the diſtreſſed and feed 
the hungry, before you have enough for 


ſelf· ſubſiſtence! I am ſpeaking of the 


(15) | 
tho? it be truly ridiculous, may not be incon- 
ſiſtent with your known characters. A ra- 
tional man would firſt have ſupplied every 
domeſtic neceſſary, and if he appeared to 
have a ſurplus in his hands, would hen 


conſider foreign wants; but you, irration- 
ally, like a liberal bankrupt, , conſider 
firſt the wants of others, and then turn 


your eyes on a melancholy deficiency at 


home. 


© Such. frailties you might have enjoyed 
quietly, had you confined them within the 


limits of your own families; but now that 


you appear with them in public, and ex- 
hibit them to every ſpectator, it would be 


criminal not to paſs the vote of cenſure. | 


If you feel yourſelves hurt, by being thus 
brought before the Public, reſolve to de- 


ſerve it no more; quit the ſandy ground 


on which you have hitherto ſought to raiſe 
a monument to your ambition; and on the 


\ 


[i 
1 
| 


(26) 
ſolid baſis of an humble endeavour to be 
| ſerviceable to others, raiſe an altar of ſa- 
IE ANIES of us all. 


ee feruthiiaing your OY permit 
me to offer you the beſt advice I am able: 
Determine to be diſintereſted, or reſign 
your offices. to' thoſe who will. If you 
ſhould regard this advice of one who is 
not your enemy, (and which you will do, 
if you will but act in the leaſt conſiſtent 
with common honeſty) and fling. away 
childiſh ambition, it is almoſt needleſs to 
fay, That neither the ſeeming fincerity 
nor the {miles of the Preachers will force 
you to make ſpiritual advice dear to thoſe 
who would be attendants at the Meeting. 
One article I would wiſh particularly to 
recommend to your conſideration: It is 
the eſtabliſhment of a Fund for rendering 
the burthens of Methodiſm leſs heavy to 
the poorer part of you. In this, thoſe in 
; _ affluent circumſtances will have an oppor- 


5 

tunity of extending their aſſiſtance to the 
neceſſitous part of their brethren. But 

as it is more prudent to leave the ninety 

and nine in the wilderneſs to ſearch a. 

ter that which is loſt, your firſt atten- 
tion ſhould be engaged in giving free ac- 
ce to all, and in taking off every bar 

which is likely to hinder any from coming 

to the Meeting.—In the proſecution of 
ſuch a ſcheme, dependence need not be 

reſted entirely on voluntary contributions: 


I am confident many legacies, which, for 
want of ſuch an inſtitution, are now inju- 


diciouſly left to the ever-craving Preach- 
ers, would come into a fund of this na- 
ture, and be much better employed. For 
the preſent I reſign you to mur OWN Ig | 
fleftions, and turn my attention 


10, THE PREACHERS. 


Fan en do not imagine I am the | 
| bigotted Advocate of fome Society whoſe 
A claſh with thoſe of n if 

5 


$f 


(18. 
you do, you wrong me; for to moſt of the 
-principles of Chriſtianity, as inculcated by 


the Methodiſts, I readily ſubſcribe my af 


ſent, altho' to their practices I am obliged 
to give my decided negative. In all their 
plans there appears to me by far too much 
artifice; and particularly in the continual 
change of Preachers. Their religion, a 
bye ſtander would ſay, has not a ſuffic iency 
of native attractions, but muſt be beholden 
to the artificial one of Novelty, to keep 
the proſelytes they gain They muſt con- 
tinually entertain them, in a rare-ſhow 
manner, with the ſight of freſh faces, not 


much unlike the practice of the Papiſts 
with the American Indians who did more 


goſpel buſineſs with images, pictures, and- 
other baubles, than with either their doc- 
trines or exemplary lives. This is, in my 
opinion, cheating mankind into Chr;ſtianity, 
and pays only an indifferent compliment 
to the religion of the holy Jeſus. That 
ſect deſerves burying in oblivion, the plain 


1 


„ 
natural principles and practices of which 
are not a ſufficient recommendation to it; 
and they who cannot reliſh its ſimple 
charms, ought to be proſcribed 1 the och 
ety of true believers. 


I am not influenced by any perſonal 
ſpleen, nor have I any thing to accuſe you 
of whilſt you were known only in the cha- 
racter of men: I appear before you and 
the Public as a Friend to Religion, and 
particularly a friend to any juſt means of 
diffuſing Chriſtian knowledge amongſt the 
illiterate ; but at the ſame time a declared 
enemy to every abuſe of the means for 
obtaining this deſirable end. I am aware 
that to queſtion the veracity of the Me- 
thodiſt Preachers will ſubject me to the 
indignant ſneers of 'their prejudiced ad- 
mirers ; but, as I write not for praiſe, I 
ſhall not fear their cenſures: I will dare to 
drag the monſter, been into view, 
G2 
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and fhew his leprous deformity, * . 3 


of every frown but that of offended Truth. 


When men, to get rid of that manual 


labour they as proprietors owe to ſociety, 


or to remove from their ſhoulders the in- 


| conveniences attending poverty,take upon 
themſelves the ſubſervient cloak of Hea- 


venly. Miſſion, and drain che ſhallow 
pockets of the Induſtrious to feed their 


Inxurious deſigns, their crimes are of the 
moſt flagitious nature. Of all frauds, thoſe 


practiſed in religion are the moſt cowardly : 
no depfedations of common ſtealers but 
are more conſiſtent with principled ho- 
neſty. Theſe give the Community they 


| ; offend ſome chance of retaliating ; but 
Pe cxinging beneath che reach of the 


egiſtatu e 
A 


You, Genies We are, avoW- 


tl edly, men devoted to — whoſe 


No (ar) | 

greateſt concern is the ſalxation of man- 
Kind, and left, the fleeting praiſe of men, 
and the unſubſtamtial enjoyment of the 
creatures of this world.: You pretend to 


have left; every local enjoyment, and ſacri- 
ficed for the general good all the pleaſures 
derivable from a circle of domeſtic friends 
and agretable companions. i I there were 
none af the goed things of this life, no 
praiſe of men, no enjoyment of domeltic 
comfort, and no friends ar companions to 
be met with in your preſent employment, 
we might be inclined to: believe you. But 

the thorny path of perſecution, fatigue; 
and hunger, the touchſtone of the firſt 
Preachers ſincerity, is now to you un- 
known: eu have not to encounter the 
buffetings of a brutal mob, the cheerleſs 
pruſpect of an immnur ing priſon, nor yet a 


houſelefs lodging : You have not to ſnitain 
the fatigues of a long foot-jaurney, un- 
welcomed at the end with, the r<fuſe of a 
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(22) 
hunger. Inſtead of theſe, all the eonveni- 


ences that life can afford ſmile around you? 


your habitations are ſuch as none would 


think undeſirable; the beſt of horſes make 


your travelling, inſtead of a fatigue, a lux- - 
uriant recreation; your meals are princely, 


and your preſence is always greeted by an 


infatuated and adoring multitude.” Such 
of you' as have families, have: them well 
provided for; and your children have 
the beſt education given them, and are 


apprenticed to the genteeleſt profeſſions. 


Under theſe circumitances, who would not 
be Methodiſt n 


7 uh up thy as and follow Me, WAS b 
was required of the Primitive Preachers: 1 
"Quit poverty, and taſte the feets' of luxury, 
are the conditions of Methodiſt Preaching. 
'Theſe particulars create a jealouſy of the 


ſincerity of thoſe who take upon them- 


ſelves the pleaſing taſk, notwithſtanding 
their pretenſions; and when the indul- 


( 23) 

99 5 gence, of their appetites makes ſo promi- 
nent a feature in their conduct, it confirms 
ſuſpicion, authorizes a belief, and claims 


from the-candid and =o the moſt HO 
reproof. 


It is needleſs to ſearch for the cauſe of 
| increaſing expences in any other quarter | 
than with you; your ſupport, and the 
fixed expences of the Meeting-Houſe, are 
all that ſubject the Society to pecuniary 
diſadvantage. The only mode of Judg- 
ing of the frugality of Preachers is by 
comparing preſent and prior diſburſe- 
ments: but the compariſon, at this junc- 
ture, - removes. a veil, by which is diſco- | 
vered to the inquirer's view, features 

wearing not the bloom of extraordinary 
Temperance ; ; it terminates no way fa- 
vourable to the idea that you wiſh to preſs 
as lightly as poſſible on your ſupporters. 
That the expences have increaſed, ſtands 
_ confeſſed in the demand for more money; 
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(24) 


and that they fould increaſe, gives every 


reaſon to ſuppole that you are leis careful 


of the intereſts of the Methodiſts than 
you are of ſelf indulgence. The natural 


inference is, that you are guilty of a vile 


abuſe, and that you deliberately and trea- 
cherouſſy betray the confidence of a de- 


Inded people. Under an aſſumed Lanctity 
you hide ſiniſter motives, and afſume the 
moſt facred office to give a looſe to indo- 


lence and voluptuonſneſs; to palliate which 


no eloquence is adequate, and no pretence 
of an intended equivalent good can atone 
for. You may ſay it is felt lightly by thoſe 
who have to ſupport it; and that, on ac- 
count of their numbers, the burthen is in- | 


dividually but little felt: But if you are 


not entirely loſt to honeſt reflection, conſi- 


der for a moment who thoſe individuals are 
you thus load withqut remorſe. They are 


the induſtrious, undeſigning Indigent, with 
whom a penny is of ſome value. Altho 


their quota be paid by finall ſums weekly, 


1 


( 25') 

yet, to pay that trifle, it will ſometimes 
happen that a child muſt be abridged of 
its neceſſary quantity of food, and, it may 
be, go without a meal. In every poor fa- 

mily a multiplicity of little wants are to 
be found, which conſtitute one great want ; 

the ſmalleſt addition to which will raiſe it 
to an inſurmountable one : and it is not to 
be doubted, that many an article advancing 
in price a penny in the pound, and only 
one pound of it uſed in a poor family in 
a week, yet that ſmall advancement has 
placed it beyond their reach, and they 
have been obliged to content themſelves 
without. Although you are conſcious of 
this, you ſcruple not to accept from the 
| pooreſt and moſt neceſſitous a part of their 
hard earnings, and to what end is obvious. 

Indeed you tell them they are not obliged 
to pay any thing; but it needs not be ſaid, 

that there exiſts in the breaſt of every one, 
planted there for the wiſeſt purpoſes by 
the Almighty, that ambition which prompts 
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| them, at all events, to avoid appear ing ſo 
degradingly ſingular as not to give what 


appears to all elſe a trifle; eſpecially when 


they are continually perſuaded that what 
they contribute ſhall be repaid them ſeven- 
fold in this life, or, if Providence ſhould 


neglect that part of her duty, an hundred- 


fold in that which is to come. 


Whilſt theſe chings riſe in in 


againſt you, can we ſay your intentions 


wear an honeſt appearance? But I ceaſe to 


- purſue the ſubject, and leave the World 


to judge of you as it pleaſes: only I will 
be plain to tell you, I muſt think other- 
wiſe; and in this I am not ſingular. I have 
often heard your conduct reprobated by 
others, which firſt ſuggeſted to me the 
propriety of addreſſing you. I am certain 
that honeſt men would have brought their 
expenditure to the level of their income, 
rather than have extorted additional mo- = 
ney from their auditors, to ſupport in- 


(ap) 


creaſing extravagance. However, this con- 


duct is not without precedent: In almoſt 

every age of Chriſtianity, it has been a 
matter deſeryedly to be complained of, 

That Religious Teachers, when they had 
gained a ſufficient influence, ſeldom neg- 
lected to pillage their infatuated adherents, 

and ſquandered the ſpoil on the good. 
things of this ile. 


| Theſe aokion days of Methodiſm may, 
you know not how ſoon, have an end. It 
is to be obſerved that moſt popular inſti- 


tutions ſhare the fate of States and King- 


doms: After gaining their meridian alti- 


tude, they fall into obſcurity and degra- 
dation; and Methodiſm muſt not be ex- 


pected to be exempted from common vi- 
cifſitudes: It has gained the ſummit, and 


we may look for an approaching fall. The 


ſymptoms already appear; voluptuouſneſs 
is the diſorder will bring on the fatal de- 
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haunted the firſt Propagators, every en- 


deavour was exerted, and every ſenſe em- 
ployed, to gain confidence, and obtain a 
good report amongſt men, that they might 
pave the way towards better times. Now 
that thoſe happier times have arrived, Cir- 
cumſpection ſleeps, and the fruits of for- 

mer watchings are unreſervedly enjoyed, 
and no care is left (fearleſs of approaching 


Fall) but for enjoying the preſent moment, 


and ſecuring ſuper-erflinence.” 


Whilſt Mr. Weſley lived, he was re- 


garded as the Father of you all, and none 


ever dreamed (or at leaſt gave ſigns of 
dreaming) of claiming any ſhare in indivi- 
dual diſtinction; but now that he is gone, 
and left you, in the equal, though quiet 
poſſeſſion of nearly all the heart could wiſh, 
it is highly probable that the good opinion 


each man has of his own abilities will 


prompt ſome of you to claim from the reſt 


of your colleagues the particular reverence 


6290 
due to their imagined ſuperior talents: The 
tranſition from this to anarchy and a fall, 
is too obvious for me to trace particularly. 


- Mr. Weſley may, with ſome propriety, 
be ſtyled the Chief that firſt formed, and, 
whilſt he lived, / preſided over the Empire 
of Methodiſm : at his demiſe he left his 
_ extenſive dominions to a number of petty 
deſpots, who now divide the whole amongſt 
them. Annually they are to hold a con- 
ference, or, in other words, a diet of ſtate 
intrigue, to conſult about the affairs of 
their pollygarchy. At their firſt conſul- 
tation, as is the caſe with all other govern- 
ments of the ſame kind in their infancy, 
and whilſt the flame of novelty is unextin- 
guiſhed, they were pretty unanimous; but 
it will be no way viſionary t0 expect that 
the parallel will be continued through the 
fate all ſuch governments: meet with. 
Voluptuouſneſs has not yet ſufficiently ma- 
tured the plant, Ambition; but the period 
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| (30) | 
ſeems not far diſtant: More than one that 
I'could point out are apparently ready to 
aſſert their inherent dignity, and defend 
their right to pre-eminence with any com- 
petitor. Indeed yourſelves are as great 
ſticklers about prerogative ' as any need 
he :— The Lay Methodiſts could not gra- 


 tuitouſly teach children to read and write 
without your demanding the controul of 


their actions. But I am glad to find them 
men of {pirit, as well as of beneficence, and 


chat they could act with ſo much propri- 


ety as to ſpurn your uſurpation. If they 


receive no wages for their work, Why 


ſhould they bend the knee to you for what 
commands you are pleaſed to lay upon 


| them? If you will allow them a good 


round ſtipend for their labour, and they 
accept it, then demand obedience. If any 
have a right to ſuperintend them, it is a 
Committee, to be choſen out of thoſe who 
contribute for the books, &c. uſed in the 


chools; and of that Committee they (the 


(92) 

Teachers) oc to form no iniconifider- 
able part; for, in addition to their trouble 
and fatigue, they are amongſt the number 
of pecuniary contributors. 


If you, the Sovereigns of this diſtrict, 


| are careleſs whether or not there be a ſo- 


vereignty for your ſucceſſors to preſide 
over, I would adviſe you till to purſue the. 
line of conduct you are now tracing: No 


doubt your pampered appetites will ſoon 


create thoſe wants which ſtimulate the 
Eaſtern Tyrants to aggrandize their names, 
and force ſubmiſſion from their rival 
Princes, unmindful that their ſubjects, now 
| ſhackled with ignorance, may be brought 


to think. But if you wiſh to continue the 


halcyon days. of Methodiſm beyond the 
preſent date, be more circumſpect; chain 
- luxury within its -proper bounds ; lower 


the expences of your table, and of courſe - 


the tax which Methodiſm has impoſed 


upon induſtry, and I ſhall 3 in ſome meaſure | 


_ 2 my wiſhes. 


- 


and retire each to your native place, and 
there render yourſelves, without a: 


ded as it is now, 
. ing e of e —_— 
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r 


en: 


| - ries, and you will be too to quit the 
„done ſoene of action wherein you imagine 
Fou can ſhine with ſufficient ſplendour, to 


